
 

 

 

LADY CAPTAIN’S NEWSLETTER 

“Our slogan for the remaining year is “Let’s continue to make a 

difference, to you our members and to our Club ….” 

 
16

th
 June 2020 

 

Hi Ladies 

 

I write to you as I look over the 3rd and 4th holes from my lounge window. The sun is 

shining brightly, no wind and the ladies are finally back on the course easing back into golf, 

enjoying the camaraderie of their fellow golfers, the magnificent condition of the course and 

the frustrations of being a little rusty after over three months of dreaming about playing 

again. I have missed you all!  

Yes, things are very different since my last newsletter as we face the Covid pandemic 

adhering to social distancing, not touching the flag, wearing masks, sanitizing, washing hands 

and basically practicing common sense.  

Your Ladies Committee have grappled with many questions, ideas etc as we try to plot the 

way forward during Covid and beyond. 

We decided that our first Tuesday, today 16th June, which is very pertinent in our history, 

would be a reflective day, not taking away the meaning of the date. No competition, no 

pressure, grooving our swings and generally getting used to the new status quo for a while. 

Our green staff have worked tirelessly over the past nine weeks to get the course in pristine 

condition. The bunkers on the 16th have be re-done and there are exciting changes to the 8th 

so hopefully no more lost balls in the bush on the right!  

From next week, 23rd June, it is all systems go with respect to getting back into competitions 

and trying to catch up on the trophy events that we missed. After all, we are still in our 

Centenary Year and we would like to try to fit them all in. The Matchplay time limits will be 

re-adjusted too. Hopefully, you can use Thursday mornings to catch up on any games that 

you cannot complete during the remaining Tuesdays. I will be attaching an amended fixture 

list. This will also change over the coming weeks as we slot in our Club Champs and other 



tournaments, Mad Hatter etc as the lockdown levels improve. 

“On the go” Halfway House regulations have changed and Jo and Penny are feeling their 

way. The system that is currently in place is that you need to PRE ORDER with the kitchen 

timeously. When you book in at the Pro Shop, you will pay for your halfway house order 

which will be available on the 14th tee should you tee off the 1
st
 and the 18th green should 

you tee off on the 14th. There are bound to be teething problems which we all need work 

around. It is a learning curve for us all. 

It is inevitable that drastic times result in drastic measures and time to reflect. Your 

Committee held its first “Zoom” meeting so we could accommodate Mo who is still stranded 

in the UK. We grappled with the way forward with respect to sponsors, social 

responsibilities, what we can do to help the Club in these tough times and to you our 

members in adhering to our theme: “let’s continue to make a difference to you our members 

and too our Club”. After all - you are our most valuable contributors in keeping our club 

going! Whilst there may be some sponsorship still forthcoming, we have collectively taken a 

decision to change things until further notice. Our sponsors have been severely affected and 

they too need to get back onto their feet. We hope that you understand and respect your 

Committee’s decisions.  

Here are how things have changed and will affect you: 

1. Golf must be pre-booked at the Pro Shop – there is NO booking list lying around 

2. There will be no prize giving after golf 

3. Only ONE scorecard per covey to be handed in to the Pro Shop 

4. No swopping of cards 

5. Results will be communicated via the Purely Golf WhatsApp Group 

6. You will be advised when/where to collect your prize – we are waiting for our 

RPAGC logo ball order for the Jackpot and Nearest the Pins 

7. Only first places in all competitions will receive a prize unless otherwise stated 

8. We will continue to run the 3 medal competitions, Silver, Bronze and Copper 

Divisions, but will only present medal glasses to the winners of each division 

9. If the competition is a trophy event, there may not be any additional prizes  

10. Pictures of trophy winners to be taken the following week or at the next earliest 

opportunity 

11. Longest drives weekly (RPAGC ball)  

12. Jackpot weekly (RPAGC logo ball) 

13. Nearest the pins (RPAGC logo ball) – to alternate - 2 holes per week  

14. Jackpot (RPAGC ball) - no carry over  

15. Weekly Chicken draw to continue 

The Club has been so fortunate to be led by Terry Counihan our Men’s Captain, who is 

steering the ship in very turbulent waters.  He has been ably assisted by Tom Tagg and Rob 

Hoar, the Finance Team, Corrie and the rest of the Main Committee in keeping our heads 

above water. There are tough times ahead, tough decisions to be made and we all need to pull 

together, make sacrifices, commitments where we can and promote as much safe golf on our 

course. If any members have any “out the box ideas” where we can increase the Club’s 

coffers, please do not hesitate to contact me. Every little bit, no matter how small, will help in 

keeping the whole team and wheel turning. 

Our caddies appeal received amasing support from members all over the world with close to 

R100 000 collected and distributed. Until we get back to “normal”, our caddies will still need 



our support as will our staff in general. We are encouraging you to take a spotter per covey.  

The rough is quite tricky in places! The Ladies Committee have agreed to support our caddies 

as our project for the rest of the year in the form of food support. We have also sponsored the 

cloth masks for the caddies.  A very big thank you to Yvonne Hill and her sewing team. 

 

We would love you to join us for golf on the following dates in June/July 2020:  

 

Tuesday 23
rd 

June: Ruth Kelly Cup 4 Ball Betterball Stableford 

 

Thursday 25
th

 June: Ladies Betterball – Morning Golf 

 

Tuesday 30
th 

June: Bonus Bogey – Atherstone Cup 

 

Tuesday 7
th

 July: WGSA Medal and Putting, the Paterson Cup and Round 1 of the Easter 

Shield (3 Balls in Silver, Bronze and Copper Divisions) 

 

Tuesday 14
th

 July: Individual Stableford and Easter Shield - the 2
nd

 Round of the Easter 

Shield – Eclectic ¾ Handicap 

 

Tuesday 21
st
 July: Presidents Prize – Competition to be announced – 4 Balls 

 

Tuesday 28
th

 July: Jeanette Brotherton Cup – Match Play Teams 

 

Thursday 30
th

 July: Ladies Betterball – Morning Golf 

 

While I may unfortunately not be able to play with you for the foreseeable future due to my 

personal circumstances, be rest assured that together with my Committee we will strive to 

ensure that you have a good golfing experience under these unprecedented and uncharted 

times.  

Please do not hesitate to contact me should you need any further clarification. In the 

meantime, it is imperative that we stay safe, exude positive energy and all pull together in 

keeping our wonderful golf facility going.  

Happy Golfing. 

Kind regards 

 

Pogs Smith 

Cell: 082 595 8499 

E-mail: moira.smith@imaginet.co.za 


