
 

 
 

LADY CAPTAIN’S NEWSLETTER 
“Our slogan for the coming year is “let’s continue to make a difference, 

to you our members ….” 
 

14th December 2019 

 

Hi Ladies 

 

The 2019 Ladies season ended with the Captain’s Prize, a Betterball Stableford with a twist, 
played on 10th December in dreadful conditions.  Thanks so much to you all for supporting my 
special day and sticking out the full 18 holes! How the year has flown - I can’t believe the count 
down has begun to my final year as Captain. 
 
I am pleased to report that we were able to play all our trophy events for the year and even our 
annual Picture Match against the Belmont Ladies which was postponed twice during the year 
due to inclement weather. Unfortunately, the Belmont team beat us 7 and 5.  The result was 
however much closer than in the past when we last played away at the Belmont.  Well done to 
all the trophy winners and well tried to the Picture Match team. 
 
We had another very successful Chicken Skins Day and Christmas Party on the 3rd of December 
despite the weather being absolutely horrific.  The ladies joined in the spirit of the occasion and 
the best dressed covey, independently judged by Jo and Penny, was Yvonne Hill, Ronel Hough, 
Maureen McGarvie and Gaby Hausmann-Tarpani. Well done ladies. Yvonne made their outfits 
and they all matched even down to their shoelaces! 
 
Our Christmas Dinner formed part of the start of our Centenary celebrations. It was an excellent 
occasion and enjoyed by all.  It was lovely having some of our retired golfers, past Presidents, 
Honorary Vice-Presidents and new “Bunnies” present. Much effort went into making this event 
such a success and I would like to thank the Ladies Committee, in particular Sonia, who co-
ordinated the dinner; Trish who roped in her daughter Kelsi, to decorate the new Xmas trees; Mo 
and Wendy for their original trees and decorations and finally our caterers, Penny and Jo and 
their team for preparing an absolutely delicious meal; Headman and Asanda who looked after 
the drinks and Lizzy Mangham for her generous gesture of providing wines for the tables in 



celebration of her special birthday.  The short video skit of snippets from our past 100 years 
went down well and we plan to publish a small booklet documenting our history continuing from 
where George Bydawell left off in the RPAGC‘s Centenary Year in 2007. It was fascinating 
putting together the video and seeing how some things introduced years ago are still in place 
today.  Having said that, much has changed for the better over the past 100 years! 
 
I continued with my “Queens of the Course” statistics, adding a few more and included all 
competitions held from the Christmas Skins Day in 2018 to the 26th November 2019, recording 
the most two clubs, best netts, nearest to the pins, longest drives, jackpot winners, trophy 
winners, hole in one, eagles, individual stableford points achieved by the ladies.  The stats 
certainly make for interesting reading with the following being crowned the “Queens of the 
Course” over that period: 
 
Hole in One: Linda Dobson and Ronel Hough 
Most two clubs: (6) Chante’ Van Zyl 
Best Nett: (2) Ronel Hough 
Nearest the Pin on 6th: (3) Wendy Bradfield, Shirley Heny, Helen Lockyear, Jenny Ralph, 
Glynnis Renecle, Chante’ Van Zyl 
Nearest the Pin on 8th: (5) Sonia Reynolds 
Nearest the Pin on 11th: (5) Wendy Counihan 
Nearest the Pin on 13th: (5) Shirley Heny, Ron Hough 
Longest Drive 0-21: (6) Shirley Heny, Mo Marsay 
Longest Drive 22-38: (5) Donne’ Piguet, Heather Van Harmelen 
Jackpot Winner: (5) Joy Altson 
Individual Stableford Points: (374) Sandy Fryer 
Winner of the Most Trophies: (3) Kim Gardner, Shirley Heny  
Winner across 10 categories, excluding Hole in One an Eagle: Kim Gardner, Sonia Reynolds 
Winner across 10 categories, including Hole in One, excluding an Eagle: Ronel Hough 
Winner from all 11 sections including an Eagle, excluding Hole in One: Glynnis Renecle  
Overall points winner across the categories: Shirley Heny on 26 points. 
 
Well done to all the Queens with Shirley Heny being the “Queen of Queens” for 2019. There 
were definitely a few casualties from last year’s Queens, me being one of them! Well done to the 
new Queens.  The challenge is on for 2020!  
 
Congratulations also goes to the Eclectic winners for the period 1st September to 30th November 
2019: 

1st: Shirley Heny nett 61  
2nd: Glynnis Renecle nett 61.5  
3rd: Kim Gardner on nett 62  

 
The Silver and Bronze WGSA Medal winners for 2019 are Ron Hough and Kim Gardner 
respectively.  Ron had an average nett of 71,25 and Kim Gardner an average nett of 71,5. The 
criteria for these medals is their best four medal rounds played from January to November 2019 
with a Handicap index of 15,3 and under for the Silver Division and a Handicap Index of above 
15,4 for the Bronze Division. Kim played most of her medal rounds meeting the Bronze 
Division criteria. 
 
The medal winners of the Silver and Bronze Division throughout the year competed for our own 
internal Medals finals with Kim Gardner winning this year on a nett 72. Well done to the 17 
ladies who qualified to compete on the day.  
 



The Order of Merit Medal Trophy winner, based on a minimum of their best eight rounds played 
from January to November 2019 was won by Ronel Hough with an average nett of 74,375. Very 
well played to all the Medal winners. 
 
I am very lucky to have my same Committee Members make themselves available for another 
year.  Thankyou ladies. Your support and contribution are very much appreciated. This 
continuity has allowed us to hit the ground running with lots of new ideas in keeping with our 
theme “Let’s continue to make a difference to you our members”. After looking at the medal 
statistics from 2018 and 2019 in terms of the numbers in various handicap divisions, we have 
changed our medal format to fit in with the WGSA new HI Divisions.  In this regard, we will be 
introducing a new Copper Division in addition to the existing Silver and Bronze Divisions.   We 
hope this will give more opportunity for you to play more medal rounds and have a realistic 
chance of competing amongst your peers in the divisions where you generally play most of your 
golf. The new HI Divisions are: Silver: 15,3 HI and below; Bronze Division: 15,4 – 24,3 and 
Copper Division: 24,4 -upwards.  
 
We have also varied a few of our weekly Tuesday competitions, where we can, to add to your 
golfing experience. 
 
The trial Matchplay singles and Betterball was well received in 2019 and will be played again in 
2020, but this time with a formal seeded draw for each competition with deadline dates for each 
round to be completed.   
 
We will be holding more free regular golf clinics throughout next year.  Hopefully the weather 
plays ball on the days chosen! 
 
We were approached by one of our members who had received a logo stamped golf ball she had 
won for a two club at Southbroom.  We looked into the idea and I am pleased to report that 
instead of giving money for two clubs, we will give RPAGC logo and two club printed balls for 
something different.  We have carried this one step further and have done the same for our 
longest drives.   We hope you like the initiative.  
 
With this being our 100th year, we have got a number of ideas to celebrate the occasion 
throughout next year.   We are aiming to have a series of fun golf days and events. Watch this 
space!  
 
We have managed to re-organise our Open Day to coincide with Belmont and are hoping to 
attract a good field over that weekend.   Planning is already underway! Please diarise the 
weekend of the 14th, 15th and 16th February 2020.  We will be holding a Centenary 4 Ball 
Alliance on Valentine’s Day, open to all, followed by a weigh and pay evening. Belmont will be 
hosting their Open Day on the 15th and on the 16th our Open will be a Betterball with a twist! So 
how about coming to join us for a fun filled weekend of golf in the Eastern Cape and join in on 
our Centenary celebrations. 
 
Please note that the Pro-Shop will reserve a few tee-off times for Ladies on a Tuesday during the 
holiday season, provided there is not a sponsored day taking pace.  Please feel free to book your 
own four balls, bearing in mind that we all tee off the 1st tee during the season.  
 
There will be two extra competitions, on top of the existing ones, over the holiday season.  Look 
out for the two new sponsored competitions on the 26th December 2019 and 1st January 2020. 
Bring your family golf members along and you can work off the Festive season spread! 
 



We would love you to join us for golf on the following dates in January 2020:  
 
Tuesday 7th January: Viv Jordan Individual Stableford  
 
Tuesday 14th January: Pick n Pay Medal and Putting (3 Balls in Silver, Bronze AND Copper 
Divisions as marked on the time sheet) 
 
Sunday 19th January: Mixed - 4 Ball Alliance sponsored by Continental Restaurant and Deli and 
O’Neills Insurance Brokers 
 
Tuesday 21st January 3 Ball Alliance – Royal St Andrews Camelot Spa 
 
Sunday 28th January: Ocean Basket 4 Ball Betterball 
 
Thursday 30th January: Thursday Morning Ladies Betterball 
 
Please also diarise our joint Club Championships (Men and Ladies), to be held on the weekend 
of 18 and 19th April 2020.  It will be very special to be the Ladies Club Champion in this our 
Centenary year. 
 
The full Fixture List for 2020 can be found on the Club website.  Feel free to e-mail me if you 
want your own copy so you can diarise the events. 
 
We will continue to run our “Bunnies” programme during 2020 under the enthusiasm of Trish 
and Colin.  I thank all of you who have taken time to play a few holes with our current 
“Bunnies”.   Please contact Trish Barwick (trishbarwick@gmail.com) or me, should you know 
of anyone who would like to join the new intake. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity again of thanking our sponsors who so generously continue 
to support Ladies golf week after week. Their support is greatly appreciated.  I would also like to 
thank everyone else who plays an important role in ensuring our Golf Club functions as well as 
it does so that we have a wonderful course at our disposal: Butch, Trevor and the Greens Staff, 
Brendon and Jackie in the Office, Paul and Ryan in the Pro-Shop, David and the Caddies, Mike 
and Themba, the car guards, Vuyani, Robert and Alfred, Headman, Mandla, Asanda and their 
team, Penny, Jo and their ladies, the Club Committee and the Ladies Committee. I would like to 
give special thanks to Corrie, our Manager who has really pulled out the stops to support me and 
continues to support the interest of the Ladies. Your support is very much appreciated. 
 
All that remains is for me, on behalf of our Committee, is to wish you all a wonderful Christmas 
with your friends and family.  We hope to see you on the course during the Festive Season and 
in the New Year.  
 
Happy golfing and here’s to windless Tuesday afternoons in 2020! 

 

Pogs Smith 

Cell: 082 595 8499 

E-mail: moira.smith@imaginet.co.za 

mailto:trishbarwick@gmail.com

