
ANOTHER REASON 

TO SMILE BROADLY 
Next monthly draw is on 
Friday, October 18th. So 
come along, cross your 
fingers and maybe you’ll go 
home smiling and a whole 
lot richer. Well you’ll have 

enough for a few rounds 
after your games.   

 

 

  

OCTOBER 2019 

HAPPINESS IS 
HOLDING THE 
MALTBY CUP 

And here’s Nick Fox 

accepting the trophy and a 
bottle of red wine after he 
and Charlie Poulton came 
tops with a net score of 
59. No wonder he’s smiling. 

CHEERS TO A NEW RIG ON THE BLOCK 
The annual Greens Spring Programme was completed on schedule by 
September  17th with minimum inconvenience to our regular golfers.  
The course and especially the greens are looking as we want them to – and 
the recent rains came just in time to enhance all the hard work done by our 

course staff. They deserve rousing congratulations.  
A new Spray Rig has been purchased – at a cost of some R550 000 - and is 
operational. The old one is up for sale, so hopefully a chunk of the outlay will 
soon be recouped.   

SUBSCRIPTIONS AND FEES 
With our recent expenditure on expensive – but essential - equipment for the club it 

is imperative that members pay their annual subscriptions timeously. Unfortunately 
too many members have been tardy about paying before the cut-off date that was 
Monday, September 30th.  Those who had not paid their dues or made a payment 
plan have had their membership suspended.  These unpaid balances due to the club 
are very worrying. Our annual fees are some of the lowest countrywide and are not 
too onerous.  

HANDICAPS NETWORK AFRICA 
By now you will have all digested the new regulations and planned your strategies. 
How does one get a handicap of 54? This is now the new maximum!       
Your handicap is now calculated on the best 8 of the last 20 and scores must be 
entered within 24 hours to avoid penalties. There are other rules which you may 
refer to. 
All those who have paid their subscriptions have also paid their HNA fees. These 
fees are unfortunately for the period January 1st to December 31st, so HNA are 

insisting that we re-charge our affiliated members again on January 1st, 2020. Your 
Golf Affiliation Fees will also be charged from January 1, 2020.  
Sorry people, go well.    

AGM – FRIDAY, OCTOBER 25 
Please diarise the date and make a concerted effort to attend. It’s your chance to 
pay a meaningful role in how the club is run as you have a chance to come up with 

suggestions, complaints, ideas etc to enhance our club. We’re not advocating a 
moany groany session, rather a chance to explore new ideas and innovations to 
attract more members locally and from overseas. We have a lot to offer and this is 
one chance to suggest ways to advertise. 

 
             

 

Check our website www.rpagc.co.za for news of upcoming events. Or like our Facebook page. 

http://www.rpagc.co.za/


 

  

A new Happy Hour Friday Draw, wholly 
sponsored by the club, took place on 
Friday the 4th of October. Idea is to 
encourage members to socialise and 
support the club and this first one was 
well supported and was an interesting 
evening, especially for Paul Griffiths 

whose membership number came up so 
he was delighted to pocket the prize 
money of R1 000. Another more 
complicated/innovative PAYING draw 
evening is being planned, so keep your 
eyes open for further news. 
 

And so that everyone knows the rules re 
the Happy Hour Draw here they are… 

1. This draw is to be held the first 
Friday of each month. 

2. The draw will take place by 
means of a random computer 
programme-generated winner at 

6.00pm on the evening. 
3. Prize money will be R1 000 at 

the initial draw and will be 
awarded to an eligible member 
present in the club’s main bar at 
the time of the draw. 

4.  Only a member who is present at 

the time of the draw is able to 
win the prize. In the event of a 
member’s name/number being 
drawn and the member not being 
present the pool will 
automatically carry over to the 
following month until won. 

5.  Prize money will increase by 
R1000 each month until a 
winner is declared. Upon the pool 
being won the next draw 
commences again at R1000.  

6. Once or if the prize pool reaches 
R12 000 (Twelve Thousand 

Rand) there shall be a sudden 
death draw for a winner and the 
following draw shall restart at 
R1000. 

7. No contributions from members 
are required. 

8. Only members in good standing 

are eligible. Junior members are 
not eligible. 

9. In the event of any queries or 
decision making in terms of this 
draw the rulings taken by the 
Club Secretary, Committee 
Member responsible and Caller 

of the draw will be deemed as 
final. 

 

 
 
 
 

 
Rule 1 in the Rules of Golf states the following with the emphasis being the 
first bullet point. 
 

Purpose: Rule 1 introduces these central principles of the game for the 
player: 

 Play the course as you find it and play the ball as it lies. 
 Play by the Rules and in the spirit of the game. 
 You are responsible for applying your own penalties if you breach a 

Rule, so that you cannot gain any potential advantage over your 
opponent in match play or other players in stroke play. 

 

Although playing the ball as it lies is the premise of the game of golf, The 
Rules of Golf does allow for Preferred Lies, in order to reward, rather than 
penalise, players for hitting fairways. The Preferred Lies local rule, however, 
is over-used in South Africa, as we see clubs applying this Local Rule 
whenever the fairways aren’t pristine, for entire seasons and, in the odd 
case, they have Preferred Lies as a permanent Local Rule (i.e. in effect 
every day of the year). This needs to be addressed as we move towards to 
the World Handicap System, that comes into effect on 1st January 2020. 
At this time, we feel it is important to push the reasoning and 
understanding for having Preferred Lies, so that golf clubs and club golfers 
start to realise that Preferred Lies should not be the norm and should only 
be in effect under exceptional circumstances – or to use the Rules of Golf’s 
terminology, under ‘’occasional local abnormal conditions’’. It is important 
to note that this Local Rule also states that Preferred Lies should be 
withdrawn as soon as conditions allow, as can be seen in the Local Rule 
excerpt below. 
 
The question I am sure you are asking is, “What are these ‘occasional  
local abnormal conditions’?” They would be the following… 
 

● Disease on the fairways, whereby the grass has died and “pit marks’’ 
form on the fairway, making it hard for a player to make a clean strike on 
the ball. 
● Extremely wet conditions. This may last a day, a few days, or couple of 
weeks until the fairways dry out enough so that balls pitching in the 
fairways don’t get “mud balls’’ (mud clogs sticking to the ball that cause 
the ball to fly skew when hit). 
● Extremely dry or drought conditions. Just because fairways are dry, it 
does not mean that the course needs Preferred Lies. If you watched The 
Open at Carnoustie in 2018, the fairways were brown and dusty because  
of the heat wave that the UK was experiencing, but there was no Preferred 
Lies as there was grass covering. Preferred Lies would only be acceptable 
under dry conditions when the fairways weren’t knitted together and 
where the ball would need to be played from sandy patches in the fairway.  
● A fairway or the course is undergoing course maintenance of sorts and 
the course would recover after a short period. Examples of this would be a 
fairway being re-sodded or fairways being scarified. It would be 
appropriate in the case of one fairway being re-sodded or relayed to allow 
Preferred Lies on the one hole and not the entire golf course. 
 
Preferred Lies shouldn’t be in effect just because the player is not going to 
get a perfect lie every time he hits the fairway as that, once again, is not 
the premise of the game. 
Play the course as you find it and play the ball as it lies.      Contd below… 
 



 

3. The Bogey Man by George Plimpton 

A journalist who played on Tour for one month in 1966. It’s classic.  

 
The Local Rule excerpt from the  
Rules of Golf is as follows: 
 

Local Rule 8E-3  Preferred Lies 
 
Purpose. When occasional local abnormal conditions might interfere with 
fair play, the affected parts of the course can be defined as Ground Under 
Repair. But adverse conditions such as heavy snows, spring thaws, 
prolonged rains or extreme heat can sometimes damage the course or 
prevent use of heavy mowing equipment.  
When such conditions are widespread on the course, the Committee can 
choose to adopt a Local Rule for "preferred lies" (also known as "winter 
rules") to allow fair play or help protect the fairway. Such a Local Rule 
should be withdrawn as soon as conditions allow.  
 
The use of this Local Rule outside the fairway in the general area is not 
recommended as it may result in a player receiving free relief from areas 
where a ball might otherwise be unplayable (areas of bushes or trees).  
It is not authorised to implement this Local Rule once play has begun for a 
stroke play round. Doing so would allow players who have more holes to 
play the advantage of using it for a longer period of time. The Local Rule 
could be implemented once a match has begun between the play of two 
holes as opponents have an equal benefit.  
 
For guidance on when and how this Local Rule may be used in order for 
scores to be submitted for handicapping purposes (including the size of the 
relief area and if it may only be used in the fairway), consult the rules or 
recommendations contained within the Handicap System operating in the 
local jurisdiction. 
 
Model Local Rule E-3 
"When a player's ball lies in a part of the general area cut to fairway height 
or less [or identify a specific area such as 'on the fairway of the 6th hole'], 
the player may take free relief once by placing the original ball or another 
ball in and playing it from this relief area:  
 Reference Point: Spot of the original ball. 
 Size of Relief Area Measured from Reference Point: [Specify size of relief 

area, such as one club-length, one scorecard length or 6 inches] from 
the reference point, but with these limits:  

 Limits on Location of Relief Area: 
Must not be nearer the hole than the reference point, and 
Must be in the general area.  

Note: When specifying the size of the relief area it is recommended 
that you go with the smallest area that allows for “fair play”. For 
example if the fairways are in good condition but wet enough so that 
players are getting ‘mud balls’, then lift, clean and replace would be 
recommended. On the other hand, if the fairways are in drought and 
there is very little grass on them, then a 1 club-length relief area 
would be necessary. This would be up to the club committee to 
decide but erring on the side a minimum size relief area. 
 
 

1. Final Rounds by 
James Dodson 
It’s one of my personal 
favourites. It’s about a 
golf trip the writer took 
with his father to play 
the courses his dad had 
visited in the UK during 
the Second World War. 
It’s lovely. 
 
2. The Greatest Game 
Ever Played by Mark 
Frost 
The famous 1913 US 
Open won by an 
underdog amateur who 
beat the best golfers of 
that time. It got golf on 
to the front pages in 
America. 
 
3. American 
Triumvirate: Sam Snead, 
Byron Nelson & Ben 
Hogan by James Dodson 
Three of the all-time 
greats who played head-
to-head on the 30’s, 40’s 
and 50’s. Three different 
personalities. All great 
champions. 
 
4. Little Red Book by 
Harvey Penick 
The biggest selling sports 
book in history. Great 
tips and ideas about golf 
that come from a 
lifetime of teaching. 
 
5. The Bogey Man by 
George Plimpton 
A journalist who played 
on Tour for one month in 
1966. It’s classic. 
 
Some nice ideas there 
for Christmas pressies 
for the man who has 
everything.  
 

As suggested  by Dale 
Heyes for being fun, 
instructive and enjoyable 

NOW IT’S TIME FOR A GIGGLE 
The fisherman: What is the difference between a golfer and a fisherman? 
When a golfer lies, he doesn’t have to bring anything home to prove it. 
The Rider: After they went into the locker room, another golfer who had 
heard the old guys talking about their game went to the pro and said, "I've 
been playing golf for a long time and thought I knew all the terminology of 
the game, but what's a rider? “ The pro said, "A rider is when you hit the 
ball far enough to actually get in the golf cart and ride to it." 
 



  

Dudley Kieser and winner of 1820 
Champions Trophy Stan Weyer. 
The trophy was donated by  
Syd Hart-Davis. 
 

Prizegiving time after the well-attended and much-enjoyed Kelly 
Foursomes Tournament. Winners  Colin Mavuso, Ian Moncur, Meeka 
de Sousa and Bengi Berger take a well-deserved bow. 
And right we have two more successful competitors Francois du 
Plessis and Armand Landman.  

REMINDER - REGULAR MONTHLY DRAW THIS FRIDAY, OCTOBER 18th 

Brotherton Trophy Winners: From left to right: back row: Verene Burger, Heather 
Van Harmelen, Anita De Bruin, Sandy Fryer, Ingrid Griffiths 
Front row: Wendy Counihan, President, Yvonne Hill, Lynette Harbrecht. 
 



 

Winners of September Mixes played September 29th- left to right Fanie Smit, 
Heather Van Harmelen, Glynnis Rennecle, Trish Barwick (Sponsor nearest the 
pins: O’Neills Risk & Financial Management), Derek Sinclair. 

We love filling the newsletter with photographs of our winners. 
So please if you take pics of fellow golfers receiving trophies or 
other prizes, send a copy to Corrie who will pass them on for 

inclusion in a forthcoming issue. 

Yvonne Hill (left), runner up of Silver 
Medal Division and winner Kim 

Gardner of the Ohlsson Cup. 
 

FUN BLAST FROM THE PAST 
There are a number of our members who are currently members of the EP 
section of the Seniors Union, namely Mike Legg, Adrian White, Rob Hoar. 
Bryan Robinson, Robin Gobey, Roly Clayton, Brian Reid, Arnie Schultz, Jan 

Immelman, George Lake,Kevin Heny, Tom Tagg ,Steve Kennedy, Noel 
Stotter, Ian Moncur, David Rose and Neil Menary. 
Many have opted out as playing members, but the kilometres travelled by 
the above over the years has been substantial. This photo was taken at 
Bedford all of 10 years ago and features (left to right) Colin Reed, Robin 
Gobey, Rob Hoar, Bryan Robinson, Arnie Schultz and Kevin Heny. 
 

 


